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In traditional geography, people and places are defined 
by their physical locations and properties.

Yet our lives and the places we live in are increasingly 
digital, and people and places are increasingly defined 
by their virtual attributes and digital shadows.
Graham, Zook, Boulton (2013). Augmented Reality in Urban Places: contested content 
and the duplicity of code.

Information geography: seeking to 
understand an increasingly digital world
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Who owns, controls, shapes, and has 
access to those augmented and hybrid 

digital/physical layers of place?
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Local participation requires connectivity

The cost of broadband 
subscriptions relative 
to the gross national 
income per capita, in 
2013.

Graham et al. (2015), 
“Towards a Study of 
Information Geographies: 
(im)mutable Augmentations 
and a Mapping of the 
Geographies of Information.”
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Building the capacity to tell your own story
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Not just imbalance, but inequity.
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“We will strive to 
counteract structural 

inequalities to ensure a 
just representation of 
knowledge and people 

in the Wikimedia 
movement.”

Knowledge equity on Wikipedia

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2017/Direction 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2017/Direction
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Technology design often involves an assumption of 
universality: that one approach, designed by one 
organisation, will be sufficient to address all cases. Vs the 
concept of the pluriversal in decolonial theory: to allow for 
multiple entangled articulations to coexist, to emphasise 
those situated at the margins (Mignoli 2011).

Design is further shaped by forms of cultural hegemony: 
contribution processes are informed by a specific cultural 
(Western) context, others need to adapt (Irani et al. 2010).

Unequal power of articulation & influence
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Sociotechnical systems are often intransparent in their 
workings, and designed by an expert elite. This in 
inherently inequitable. 
To counteract this, we should ask that human oversight 
always remains a central part of such systems. We should 
demand that outcomes are legible to and interpretable 
by people affected by algorithmic processes. 
One might call this an “unblackboxing” of these systems.

Complex technology: inequitable by design
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David M. Smith (1994), “Geography and Social Justice”: 
▪ Egalitarianism: equal distribution of wealth and power
▪ Utilitarianism: the greater good for the greatest number
▪ Libertarianism: value of the individual over the state
▪ Contractarianism: explicit agreements based on subjective 

preferences
▪ Marxism: rewarding the full value of an individual’s contribution
▪ Communitarianism: shared practices and values over individual or 

state interest
▪ Feminism: addressing power imbalances between groups

Seven conceptions of social justice
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Digital rights to the city

Data justice, as analogous to
spatial justice: 

Data impacts how we perceive, 
move through, and use space.

Joe Shaw and Mark Graham (eds.): Our 
Digital Rights to the City. Meatspace Press 2017
https://meatspacepress.org/our-digital-rights-to-the-city/ 

https://meatspacepress.org/our-digital-rights-to-the-city/
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“AI”, “blockchain”, novel tech as 
catalysts for thought 
rather than effective solutions
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The blockchain is a lie
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People’s surprising 
fascination with AI and 

blockchains reveals their 
curiosities/hopes/fears about 

systems change
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Martin Dittus, @dekstop

Digital Geography
Oxford Internet Institute

Thank you! 


