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brief history of 
Tags at Last.fm



introduced 
August 2005



Pre-Launch discussion on 
Audioscrobbler Flickr group



“
drl.

what exactly would be tagged? 
they need to fix what they have and 
straighten out artist names before 
adding new things to be buggy, 
imho



“
lantzilla 

Perhaps they could make sense 
when tagging with things that are 
not in the ID3 set. Like, 
“depressing” or “sucidal.”

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lantzilla/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lantzilla/


Post-launch
(same thread)



“
kenyahudson

I started tagging my music with 
location, instrument and genre. 



“
pain_amp1013

if I want to listen to some 
background music while I'm 
studying, i add the tags 
“studying,” “study,” and “mellow” 
on the Last.Fm player and presto, a 
good selection of soothing tracks 
that aren't obtrusive.



“
pain_amp1013

I've been trying to tag all my music 
with descriptive tags as well, so 
hopefully that functionality of the 
tags will be used by others 



And Elsewhere...



“
Danah Boyd about Last.fm Tags

zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2005/08/12/tagging_music.html

Music is the best candidate for 
tagging because there's no 
authority on genre (although lots 
of people think they are) ... 



“
Danah Boyd about Last.fm Tags

zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2005/08/12/tagging_music.html

... Music genres are highly personal 
while simultaneously collective - 
communities are built based on 
people with similar music tastes and 
they collectively negotiate the 
boundaries of a particular genre.



“
blog comment by Quiplash 1 week after launch

zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2005/08/12/tagging_music.html

The best last.fm tag I have come across 
so far is: “songs that i sing along to but 
i always forget the words so i say duh 
duh while trying to sound like i do 
know the words and no one is falling 
for it but they keep quiet because they 
are embarassed for me”



tagging music
Immediate Uses



Describing Music
(some examples)

• chicago blues, 
manguebeat 
wikipedia.org/wiki/Mangue_Bit

• tv themes, gtasa 
tracks wikipedia.org/wiki/
Grand_Theft_Auto:_San_Andre
as

• artists with disco 
in their name, 
over thirty minutes

• bing crosby 
cover, blue note 
label classic years

• hope-filled, 
inspirational, 
blessing

• ...



tags provide context

• i am a party girl 
here is my 
soundtrack

• found through 
audioscrobbler

• Carnival 2006 
Notting Hill

• quartier latin

• june 2006 berep 
tag pre1960s 
treasures http://www.last.fm/
group/This+Group+Only+Exists+To+Have+The
+Best+Eclectic+Radio+Ever+-+Period

• my lusty lounge
• awesomenessss x 

31 million million 
and five

• random 
mindlessness 0707







Babs_05 enumerates
• personal meaning
• playlists with unusual 

names
• regional - eg russian, 

manchester
• decade - eg 60s, early 

music (not a decade but 
where else would it go?)

• group-specific - eg my 
gang

• descriptive, eg 
gorgeous, comedy

• tempo

• mood - eg sad, happy
• instruments - eg guitar, 

piano
• films - eg bollywood, 

anime
• music to... - eg music to 

fall asleep to, music to 
read to

• album labels - eg 4ad
• based on radio shows 

or nightclubs - eg 
duyster, rum runner

• (can't think of any more)

http://last.fm/group/Track-Tag+Bitches/forum/24779/_/319957/_/4621887



???

• and finally 
laughing like a 
maniac saying i 
am the ruler of 
this stupid little 
world called me

• that one song

• spiked-candy 
radio

• songs with my 
name in the title

• i woke up this 
morning and the 
sun was gone



hm. whut?!



tags are another channel for 
narrative and social 

interaction



and all of this 
affords us...

• Music metadata. Tag clouds as 
descriptions of music. 

• Music connections. Making music 
searchable by more than just the name.

• Global Tag Radio. Currently the fastest 
way to listen to radio for newbies.

• Personal Tag Radio. Quite different 
from global tag radio, even for the same 
tag...



“
blog comment by James Holloway

http://blog.last.fm/2007/10/01/lastfm-community-enables-music-research

Finding Paris Hilton in the brutal death 
metal tag might be incongruous or 
downright annoying for brutal death metal 
fans, but there’s probably a large 
proportion (and much greater number) of 
hip hop fans annoyed by the presence 
of 50 Cent in the hiphop tag top ten.

http://blog.last.fm/2007/10/01/lastfm-community-enables-music-research
http://blog.last.fm/2007/10/01/lastfm-community-enables-music-research


personal tags allow you to 
draw a circle 

around stuff you 
care about



Tagging-centric 
User Groups



Subscribers and their tag 
radio stations

“This group is to bring 
together subscribers who 
have taken the time to tag 
and share the music they 
like.”
“This is just a way to find 
and listen to great music 
from other people.”



The Special Interest Tag 
Radio Collective

“We have the radio you 
want! :-D If not, join and help 
us grow musically... YAY!”



Genre-free tags!

“That's right; there's more to 
tags than silly genres.”



Tag Top

All about creating 
interesting global tag 
charts.
“Create a new topic in this 
forum to announce your new 
Tag Top.”



Thursday Night Party
 Hat Party

“A diverse group that meets 
every Thursday Night* to 
listen to music selected by a 
different member designated 
as DJ each week. (Whenever 
it is convenient for you to 
party, as long as it is after 
6PM on Thursday 
somewhere in the world.)”



Pure Track-Taggers

Join if “you have at least one 
tag that is: purely 
composed of tracks, 
streamable (at least 15 
streamable tracks) and 
meaningful (i.e. for 
argument's sake, we'll say, 
one that do not appear in the 
top-20 global tags).”



Track-Tag Bitches

“A group for folk who like to 
listen to stations composed 
of pure track-tagging (a 
sister group to Pure Track-
Taggers).”



these people are using 
our tools for quite 

sophisticated means 
of expression



So Tags...
... are great mediators for all kinds of 
things
... are incredibly versatile
... allow us to do stuff that nobody else 
can

Our folksonomy is a seemingly infinite 
pool of interestingness.



(feature request:)



Last.fm as platform
 for curated content
• Personal tags, social tags (not the 

same as playlists)
• Great way to find good stuff that bears 

no relation to your previous listening 
history

• Could be excellent to get new radio 
listeners interested

• Also great if you're just lazy



as we just saw

we already have lots 
of volunteers



beta.last.fm 
introduces...

• Great new tag editor

• ‘Related stations’ on listen pages

• Playlists

• Soon: web services for tags



What we could add 
on top of that...

• Mechanisms to expose prolific 
taggers

• Mechanisms to expose ‘interesting’ 
tag radio stations

• Tag recommendations (“Tell a friend”)

• Batch tagging tools?



(... all of which I assume will 
happen anyway.)



“
blog comment by James Holloway

http://blog.last.fm/2007/10/01/lastfm-community-enables-music-research

Part of the fun of tagging is the quirks and 
aberrations that crop up, and either 
disappear as quickly as they appeared, 
hang around for a bit like a drunken hobo, 
or fully catch on. I’m immediately 
grabbed by cheese on toast because I 
don’t initially get it.


